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Flynn pleads guilty to lying 


to FBI, 


Michael Flynn, 
a former 
national 
security 
adviser, on 
Friday became 
the first 
Trump White 
House official 
to enter a 
guilty plea in 
the wide- 
ranging 
investigation 
led by special 
counsel 
Robert 
Mueller. 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

Former national security ad- 
viser Michael Flynn pleaded 
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI 
about his contacts with Russian 
Ambassador Sergey Kislyak, an 
ominous sign for the White 
House, as Flynn is cooperating 
in the ongoing probe of possible 
coordination between the 
Trump campaign and the Krem- 
lin to influence the 2016 elec- 
tion. 

When he was forced out of 
the White House in February, 
officials said Flynn had misled 
the administration, including 


will work with Mueller 


Vice President Mike Pence, 
about his contacts with Kislyak. 
But court records and people 
familiar with the contacts in- 
dicated he was acting in consul- 
tation with senior Trump transi- 
tion officials, including Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner, in his dealings 
with the diplomat. 

Flynn’s plea revealed that he 
was in touch with senior Trump 
transition officials before and 
after his communications with 
the ambassador. 

The pre-inauguration commu- 
nications with Kislyak involved 
efforts to undermine policy 
decisions being made by the 
Obama administration — on 


sanctions on Russia and a U.N. 
resolution on Israel — potential 
violations of the law. 

Flynn said in a statement: “It 
has been extraordinarily painful 
to endure these many months of 
false accusations of ‘treason’ 
and other outrageous acts. Such 
false accusations are contrary to 
everything I have ever done and 
stood for. But I recognize that 
the actions I acknowledged in 
court today were wrong, and, 
through my faith in God, Iam 
working to set things right. 

“My guilty plea and agree- 
ment to cooperate with the 
Special Counsel’s Office reflect 
a decision I made in the best 
interests of my family and of our 
country. I accept full responsi- 
bility for my actions.” 

Flynn admitted in his plea 
that he lied to the FBI about 
several December conversations 
with Kislyak. In one, on Dec. 22, 
he contacted the Russian am- 
bassador about the incoming 


SEE FLYNN PLEA, 11A 
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A SPECIAL TIE 
WITH STUDENTS 


Lula Bell Howard made 
Davidson College 
students feel so 
comfortable on campus 
they never forgot her. 4A 
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JOHNNY HARRIS 
WANTS RAIL LINE 


The Charlotte developer 
says a high-speed system 
to Atlanta would bring 
big economic benefits to 
the Carolinas. 8A 
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SENATE TAX BILL 
NEARS PASSAGE 


Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said 
victory is assured on the 
$1.4 trillion overhaul 
measure. NA 
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On Friday, the city of Char- 
lotte agreed to pay Tim Bridges 
a record $9.5 million for the 
wrongful rape conviction that 
cost him half of his life. 

What the 50-year-old Char- 
lotte native says he really wants 
is an apology. 

The settlement, by far the 
largest ever paid out in a com- 
plaint against Charlotte-Meck- 
lenburg police, will be under- 
written by taxpayers. It is more 
than four times the $2.25 mil- 
lion the family of Jonathan 
Ferrell received in 2015. 

The unarmed Ferrell in 2013 
was shot nine times by a police 
officer later exonerated of any 
wrongdoing. While his family’s 
lawsuit focused on a split-sec- 
ond decision by the officer, 


PHOTOS BY JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Timothy Bridges hugs his fiancee, Landa Carter, outside the Rudolf Widenhouse law offices Friday. 


City settles lawsuit by 
exonerated rape suspect 
for record $9.5 million 


Timothy Bridges, center, now 50, spent 25 years of his life in prison 
after being wrongfully convicted of rape. His conviction was based 
on faulty testimony by an FBl-trained lab expert. 


Bridges’ wrongful conviction 
for the 1989 rape of an 83-year- 
old north Charlotte woman 


involved a pattern of “willful 
and malicious” behavior by at 
least four CMPD personnel, his 


lawyers say. 

In an exclusive interview 
Friday with the Observer, Char- 
lotte attorneys David Rudolf 
and Sonya Pfeiffer said CMPD 
detectives and crime lab spe- 
cialists took a “tunnel vision” 
approach after concluding 
Bridges committed the rape. 
They then fabricated key evi- 
dence while withholding other 
information from prosecutors 
that would have weaken the 
case, the attorneys said. 

Rudolf acknowledged that 
the size of the settlement for 
his client was satisfying, but 
only to a point. 

He said the refusal by city 
leaders to apologize or ac- 
knowledge any wrongdoing - 
even as they signed a record- 
sized check - sends the wrong 
message to police and the com- 
munity. It also ignores both a 
pattern of police wrongdoing 
that stretches back for decades, 
Rudolf said, and the culture 
among the city’s appointed and 
elected leaders that enables it. 

“It’s almost stupid on the 
face of all that money they’re 
paying,” Rudolf said, as a weep- 
ing Bridges sat beside him. 
“They still can’t take responsi- 
bility. Why can’t they say, 
‘We’re really sorry, Mr. Bridges, 
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